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Indicator 2 – Racial and Ethnic Composition

Population age 65 and over, by race and Hispanic origin, 2006 and projected 
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Note: The term -non-Hlspanic white alone"ls used to refer to people who repo<1ed being white and no other race and who are not HIspanic. The 
term"black a lone- is used to refer to peop le who reported being black or Afrkan American and no other race, and the term "Asian alone-is used 
to rerer to people who repo<1ed only Asian as their race. The use of single-race populations in this repo<1 does not imply that th is is the preferred 
method of presentIng Of analy:zlng data. The u.s. Census Bureau uses a variety of approaches. The race g roup -All other races alone o. in 
combjnation" ;ndudc~ Arnc,;CiJn Indi.,n .,nd A • .,sk.;, N.,tive, .,Ione; N" t;"'" H.:>w.,jj"n "nd Other Pacific Isl"nder, "lone, .,nd .,11 FX'Ople who reponed 

two o. more races. 
Reference population: These data refer to the resident population. 
Source: u.s. Census 8ureau, Population Estimates and Projections. 



Born Between 1923 and 1933:
Today’s 75-85 year old were…

• Young children during the Depression.
• Finishing college between 1948 and 1958.
• Entering the labor force during the roaring

1960s.
• In their peak earnings years in the 1970s.
• Watching their pension plans end and their

health insurance plans change dramatically in
the 1980s.

• Eligible for Social Security benefits in 1985.



Indicator 7 – Poverty



Proportion of older people living alone in poverty



Indicator 9 – Sources of Income

Distribution of sources of income for married couples and nonmarried people 
who are age 65 and over, selected years 1962-2006 
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Note: A marr;e.d CO<Iph, is age 6S aod 0Yef if the husband is age 65 aod over Or the husbaod is yoo.ongef than age 55 aod the wife is age 65 aod 
over. The definition of "other" includes, but Is not limited to, public assista nce, unemploym~m mmpensation, workers mmpen"'tion, al imony, 
child support, ~nd personal conlfibUlions_ 

Reference population: These dat~ ",fer to the civilian oonlmtitutionalized population. 

Sour<e: Social ~urily Administration. 1963 Survey of the Aged, 1968 SUNe)' of Demographic and EconomkCharaCleri$tics of the Aged;U.$. 
Census Bureau, Current Population Survey. Annual SOCial aod Economic Supplement. 1977- 2007. 



Indicator 9 – Sources of Income

Sources of income for married couples and nonmarried people who are 
age 65 and over, by income quintile, 2006 
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Note A married coop'" is age t;S and O\Ie' if the husband is age t;S and over 0( tt.... husba ,1d is younger than age SS and the wife is age t;$ and 
over.The definition of"other"lnciudes, but Is fIOt lim ited to. unemployment compensation, workers compensation. alimony, child support , and 
personal contributions.OulntHe limits are $ 11.519 for the lowest quintile, $ 18 ,621 fO( the se<:ond qulntile, $28,911 for the third qulntile. $50,064 
IOf the fourth quni!ile, and open..,nded for the highest qulnti"'. 

Refe<ence population: These data refer 10 the civilian nofIinstilUtionalized population. 

Sou,:e, U.S.Censu, Bureau. CUffent Population Survey, Annual Soc ial . nd Economic Supplement,l0Cl7. 



Indicator 11 – Participation in the Labor Force

Labor force participation rates of women age 55 and over, by age group, annual 
averages, 1963-2006 
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~Ie: 0<11<1 to< 1994 "rod Icote< years are 001 strictly comparable with diota for 1993 arod earlier years due 10" redesign of the survey and 
~ of the Cu..ent Population Survey. Beginning in 2000.diota inCOfpotate population controls from Census 2000. 

Reference population: These data rfle. to the civilian noninstitulionalized population. 
Source: BureilU of Labor St;lti5tiCs, Current Population SUrvey. 



Indicator 11 – Participation in the Labor Force

labor force participation rates of men age 55 and over, by age group, annual 
averages, 1963-2006 
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Note: Data for 1994 and Icoter years are not strictly comparable with data for 19113 and earlier years due to a redesign of the survey and 
methodology of til<! Current Population Survey. Beginning in 2OOO.data incorporate populcotion controls from Census 2000. 

flefen!.nce population: These data refer to the civilian noninSlitutionaliZ@d population. 
Source: 8ureau of Labo< Statistia, C ... rrent Population Survey. 



Indicator 33 – Out-of-Pocket Health Care Expenditures
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SPECIAL FEATURE – Health LiteracyPercentage of people age 50 and over in each health literacy performance level, 
by age group, 2003 
Percent 
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Note: Health lilt'ilCY i$ Ihe abi lity 10 I"'ale and ~nder$13nd health·related information and services and req~ire$ skills repre~nted in Ihe 
u,,~ ger.er~1 component! defined on the pttviou$l)ilge-prole. documen~ and quantitative lilef/KY, Tasks used 10 mea lure health lite<oKy 
were Ofganized around three domains of health and health (art information al'ld 5ervkel---(linlcal, prevention, and navigation of the health 
care system-and mapped to the performance Jeo~s (prof"Jeon~ Intermediate, basic, alld below basic) ba~ on their level of diff iculty. 

Reference populatk>'" These dat~ refer 10 people residing In househokls or ptlsons_ 

Source: US. Department of Edu~atoon, Natk>nal Center for Educatk>n Statistics, NatIonal Assessment of Adult liter""y. 



Indicator 20 – Functional Limitations

Percentage of Medicare e nrollees age 65 and over w ho have limita tio ns in activi­
ties of da ily living (ADLs) or instrume ntal activ ities of da ily living (IADls), o r w ho 
are in a facili ty, selected yea rs 1 992- 2005 
Percent 
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NOIe: The Medicare Current Beneficiary Survey has re pldced the NatioOilllong Term Care Survey as the data !oOuro!' for this indicator. 
Consequently, the measurement of functiona l limitations (p reviously ca lled disability) has changed from previous editions o f Older 
Amerkans. A residence (or un it ) is considered a long·term care facility if it is cenified by Medica re or Medicaid; has 3 or mor .. bed, and i, 
licensed as a nur,ing home or other long-t e rm care facility and p<"ovide, a tl""'t one personal care , e rvice ;or p rovides 24-nour, 7-day-a-week 
,upervi,ion by a non-family, paid caregiver.ADL limitations refer to diffi cu lt y performing (0 ' inabili ty to perform for a healtn reason) one or 
more oftne following ta,ks:b<ltning.dr .. ,s.ing. ""ting.gelling in/out of chilirs. wal king. or using the toilet.IADL limitation, re fer to di fficulty 
performing (or ;nability 10 P<',form for a Malin reason) oneor mOre o f I ..... following tasks: u sing 1M 1e.J .. pn.one.lignl housework. heavy 
nou,<'WO(k.meal prepa'aUon.shopping. or managing money. Ra tes a ,e age adjUSted using Ine 2000 standard populalion. Dala for 1992 
and 2001 do not sum 10 tne lotals because o f rour>ding. 

Refe re nce :These data refer t o Medicare e nrollees. 
Sou rc .. :Ce nters for Medica re a r>d Medicaid Services, Medkare Current Beneficiary Survey. 



Indicator 37 – Residential Services

Pe rcentage of M e dic are e nrollees age 65 and ove r with functio nal limitatio n s, 
by res idential setting, 2005 
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Note: Community housing with services applies to respondents who repofted they lived in reti rement communities or apartments. senior 
citizen housing. continuing care retirement facilities. assisted living facilities. staged IM ng communities, board and care faci1ltle-slho mes, and 
other similar situations, AND who reported they had access to one or more of the following services through their place of reside nce: meal 
pr",p.or.uion, d", .. niny 0< hDu .... k""ping .... fvk"~, I .. undry .... rvk~ or hdp wilh "'.,.ji .... tion ... R.,..p.,,,d,,nt~ w",,, .. ~k.,.j .. l>uut .. cc.,..~ \0 III"' .... 
services but not whether they actually used the services.. A residence (0<" un it ) is considered a long-term care facility if it is certified by Medi­
Care Or Medica id ; has 3 or more beds and is Ikensed as a nursing home or other long-t e rm care facility and provides at least one personal care 
serv;"e ; 0<" provides 24--hour 7-day-a-week supervis ion by a non-family, paid caregive( Act iv it ies of Dal ly Liv ing (ADLs) limitatioos refer t o diffi ­
CUlty performing (or inability to perform, for a hea lth reason}one or more o f the following tasks: bathing. dressing..eating.. getting in/out of 
chai~ walking, or using the toilet. Instrumental Activities o f Daily Uving (lADLs) limitation. refer to diffic ulty performing (or inability t o per 
form, for a hea lth reason) one or more of the following ta.ks.: u.iog the telephone, light housework. heavy housework, me,,' prepar"tion, shop­
ping.. Or managing money. Long-term Care facility residents with no limitations may include individuals with limitations in certain IADLs: doing 
light Or heavy housework 0<" meal preparation. These questions were not asked of facility residents. 
Reference population: These data refe r to Medicare e nrollees. 
Source: Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, Medlc"re Current Beneficiary Survey. 



Projected Lifetime Long-term Care
Expenditures

Zero Lifetime Spending on LTC projected for
42 percent of Individuals Age 65 in 2005

Source: Kemper, Komisar, and Alecxih, “Long-term Care over an Uncertain Future,” Inquiry, 2005.




